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REMEMBERS NOTHING OF THE 

| ACCICENT: IN SPACE - ~ THE 

ERUPTION OF THE ATOMIC | 

FILE WA CH PESTROVED? fi 
ER SIE ay 


FLUNG LIKE A TOV INTO THE STAR FIELDS, Pk i 

HAS BEEN TRAUMATIZED BY THE TERROR OF 

ORDEAL. HE COESNW'T EVEN REALIZE Mare 

BULKY SPACE-SUIT HAS BEEN REPLACED BY 
EARTHLY OUTPOOR CLOTHES «2 


HIS. FELLOW ASTRONAUTS WHO BIER 

| INTHE BLAST --NO THOUGHT OF THE 

RESTING WHICH PLACED Hiv SEVONE 
THE SHIP WHEN IT OCCURRED... 


Wow PRvETT LOVES THE COOL GREEN FOREST. 
LANDSCAPES OF HIS NATIVE COLORAZO. THAT. 
1/8 WHY HE /S CALM IN THIS PLACE--SECURE= 
CONTENT, ANP UNAWARE OF HOW HE Alte | 


WORE THAN THAT: THE MONOLITH 1S THE CREATOR 

OF THIS HAVEN --AAVING PREPARED /7 W/TH 

MASTERFUL SKILL, TO CONTAIN THE SUBISECT 
OF 17S EXPERIMENT»... 


AW ALIEN MYSTERY FROM THE QUTER REACHES 
OF SPACE ANP TIME; THE MONOLITH HAS. BEEN. 
A SILENT. WITNESS 70 PRUETT 'S AOQVENTURE-- 
ANB A/S. SHEPHERP TO THIS PLAGE OF 
SAFETY . — 


PRUETT HAS PASSED ON PEACEFULLY, OLP 
AGE HAS OVERTAKEN Hi IM A MATTER OF 
MUMUTES -+ ANC WHAT. RESIAINS OF Wiad 1S. 
SOON COVERED WITH A GOSSAMER WWE OF 
” ATOMIC PARTICLES. 60 


THE PURPOSE 1S TO USE THE MATERIAL THAT 
13 AUMAN ANE TO EXPLOIT 17. TO 10S Fil EST 
POTENTIAL «- TO CHANBE (TSO THAT IT CAN 
EX/ST ON A LEVEL THAT 1T COULD NOT HAVE 
ATTAINED? IN (TS) NORMAL: FORM » «» 
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Tie FILM GROWS TRANSPARENT ONCE MORE 
AN? REVEALS TO THE MONOLITH A MOST 
SUCCESSFUL. EFFORT =-THE NEW SEEPS 


EIENEATH. THE THICKENING FILM) THE CHANGE 
13 TAKING PLACE. THE TIMELESS SONG OF 

DPIINCING ATOMS HERALOS THE ARRNMAL OF 
ANOTHER LIFE oo + 


ee 
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THE NEW SEED STIRS . [7 LIVES. JT NO LONGER Meee IN. SPACE IS THE ELEMENT THAT WouR = 

NEECS. THE ENVIRONMENT MEANT FOR PRUETT; /SHES THE SEER. WERE (7 WiLL. EXERCISE Abb 

WHEN THE MONOLITH ACTS, THE HAVEN VAN= (7S POWER ANP WiSPOM, FROM (TS PROTECTIME 

SHES; AND ONLY THE STARS REMAIN... MBS 4 Ue LOOKS OUT UPON. ae UNIVERSE = “ 
Ae (7S HOME... 
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THEN, THENEW SEEP TAKES FLIGHT: IT SPIRALS 
HAPPILY AROUND THE MONOLITH iN FINAL 
COMMUNICATION WITH THE OBSECT THAT 
BROUGHT IT INTO BEING sv» 


ACKOSS THE BOUNPLESS PEEPS, 
WHERE GALAXIES WHEEL /N ENP 
LESS ARRAY, BEYONE THE SHACKLES | 
THAT HOLL. THE PLANET BOUN? TO 
THEIR SOM. ANE SEA + THE 

BEGINS TO KNOW THE JOY OF 
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THE NEV SEED SENSES THE PLANET OF 
SMASHED CITIES FROM AFAR. /T SWOOPS 
LOW TO MARVEL AT THE FOLLY WHICH 


COULP GENERATE SLICH MASSIVE 
ANOTHER 
MONSTROSITY 
SPAWNED BY 
THE WAR / 
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THIS. |IS-NO: ACT. OF SELF-DEFENSE -- : 
BUT A GANS OF RESTRAINING T-iTs A 
THE CREATURE FROM s LIVING 
UNNECESSARY FLAME -THROWER/ 
VIOLENCE / ; I HAVENT 
ei , é: GOT A CHANCE! 
y ae 


THIS IS TRAGEDY ON A 
MEART-RENEING SCALE. 
THESE BEINGS ANP 
THEIR POTENTIAL FOR 
’ GREATNESS ARE 
(RREVRIEVAGLY 
LOST / 


HE FLEES 
TO HIS OWN 
EXTINCTION / 


As THE NEW SEED PROCEERS ON TO FURTHER | |THE ULTIMATE WAR HAS CLAIMED ITS ULTIMATE 
STUBY, THE SHAT TERE STREETS UNFOLD THE WOTIALE --FHE PLANET ITEELF SE IT'S SUP 


PORT OF L1PE 13 DWINDLING RAPICLY. WHAT 
LURKS (N THE RUINS (WES ON BORROWED? 
TUAE.... 


DO YOU SEE 
THAT. THING 7 
W-WHAT 4S 


MISERABLE TALE. 


THE HANC OF PEATH (S EVERVIWHERE 
AMONG THE RUINS. A POOMSOAY 
WEAPON HAS PONE./TS WORK ONLY 
TOO WELL! WHATEVER THE LOOTERS 
iS 


BE S7/LL, Ya 
YOU FOOL / 


Set) see 


HELP ME... 
HELP ME... 


Vis COULL BE EARTH: OR ONE OF A THOUSANE 
OF /78 COUNTERPARTS -- THE NAME 1S INCIDENTAL 
JO THE PEED. WAR HAS FASHIONED THE ONLY 

LABEL IT Witt. EVER BEAR-- DAMNATION! 


Vie NEW SEED HALTS IN ITS EVALUATION ASA 
SHRILL CRY RIPS THROUGH THE FUNERAL SILENCE... 


V Ler co OF ME?! 


YOURE HURTING 


eS 


UGH THE “G WELL CALM HER DOWN! \'| | SUQDENLY, A WEW COMBATANT LEAPS FROM 
SHE-DEVIL A FEW WARE CUFFS _ | ICONCESLMENT ANP HURLS HIMSELF SAVAGELY 
STRUGGLES LIKE SHOULP HAVE HER BEGGIN’ AT THE FEMALES ASSAILANTS ... 


A CRAZEO FOR MERCY \N ; 
ANIMAL! SHORT ORDER! Ju | : aM ReceASE II 


i 


GET HIM! SHOOT. 


FOOLS! YOURE 
BLOCKING MY 
EINE Of FIRE LE 


= 


(WELL FINISH 


WEIGHT OF NUMBERS 1S NOT ALIAS THE ONCE F OF THEM HIS HANZ 
PECISIWE FACTOR IN A FIGHT PESPERATI: INTO THE GACK HANG 

SPURS THE LONE ATTACKER TO HEROIC FRENZ) % 7 - 

HE STRIKES HARE ANP FREES fis TO or | 4 THIS SKIRMISH CAN 
THE SURPRISE OF HIS QGEPONENTS... | ONLY END OWE WAY! 


Nai liKE A SERPENT, HIS HAN FLASHES 
INTO WHEW ANP HUKLS A GRENACE AT H/S 
IERSARY. 


~ YOU MAY 
RUN; SWINE/ 
OU 


EXPLOGES IN 
TOF 4 


ANP FLEE TO ESCAPE... 


THE ENEMY STARES IN HORROR FOR A, BRIEF 
HEARTEBAT AT THE EGG-SHAPEP OBJECT IN 
ITS PERPLY ARC, SUPPENLY, THEY TURN 


YZ 
Ui 


YL OO AS YOU Sikes ; 


va 


WoL ENCE BEGETS GREATER VIOLENCE, ANC IN 
EVER MOUNTING FURY: GLOSSOMS LIKE A. 
PEATH "FLOWER LINTIL IT FINALLY ENGULFS 


A WORLD. THUS, THE NEW SEEC WITNESSES 
THE SAP HISTORY. OF THIS PLANET. ., 


\ 


17-13 FAR EASIER TO. STOP THE MW mis Ace 
RISING SUN > THAN HATRED LIN- % < THERE (5 NOTHING 
LEASHEP! /T 1S (POSSIBLE wi) | \MORE CERTAIN I 
mypeonity TO STAY THE HAND | THAN A 
WHICH HOLDS VICTORY MISERABLE 
{IN ITS CLENCHEP ‘ : 
Se PIS Te ios 8 


ft 


ANE YET, THERE HAS BEEN LOWE HERE... ANP 
TWE STEEL WILL TO PROTECT (7 --THE VIM 


Bur 17 18 MUCH TOO LATE FOR WHAT Was 
GOOP ON THIS PLANET, PEATAH IS WOW 


TNE MASTER WERE! HE RULES BY 


| HORE OF MURTURING ITIN THELAST AGONIES | 
OF A SUICIDAL. WORLD: 2RIGHT OF HOLOCAUST !” THOSE 
ween ON THE POINT OF PYING OBEY 


AUS WHIMS WITH THEIR FINAL 


Y-YOU'RE UNMARMEOS 
I 7a THE FATES FOR GREATH 6 +» 


WE(VE GOT TO HURRY, 


The ene oF Y“YOL VEE 
LOVE /S THE ENP < AUNLEP 
OF ML THINGS. Vif, Him T/L L-= 
FOR THIS WORLE, Yip) 

THE oRAMA IS Ig 


Us FHS THE UNIVERSAL WiLL ? DOES LIFE 
STRUGGLE TO EVOLVE, ANP RACE MALLY TO 
A CUT-OFF POINT? [7 CANNOT BESO. 4. 
(T CANNOT BE A PROCESS WITHOUT REASON 
«2+ NWO MORE THAN THE NEW SEED CAN EN ST 
WITHOUT REASON... 


1 


No CHANCE --NO CHANCE FOR TENPER ROOTS | 
TO CLING TO SO/L WHICH NOW REIECTS Ali. 
LIFES THE NEW SEEP WATCHES PESTINY CLOSE 
THE BOOK ON A TRAGIC: CYCLE + «+ 


PONT, CIE! WHAT 
WiLL BECOME OF 
g MESS 


HISTORY HAS BEEN CANCEL 
SUENCE REPLACES [7S FACIN 


FINE THE REASON FOR 

GEING ANC UNLOCK B 
THE SECRET OF THE 
UWVERSE! TO CO THIS 
THERE MUST BE L/FE--@ 
THERE MUST BE A LIVING 
WILL TO GEEK. +. 


LIFE MUST BE PERPETUATED / THOUGH I 
COULD WOT INVOLVE MYSELF IN 7WEVR DESTINY, 
oS I CAN ACT WHEN IT NO 
LONGER EXISTS/ I CAN 
CLAIM WHAT REMAINS/ 


I CLAIM Add THAT LIES 
WITHIN THESE TWO, WHICH 
SPARKS REGENERATION 


— 
SSOP e— 


WHERE THE LOVERS HAD BEEN, 
STAR+LIKE OBJECT SOON FLASHES 
AN? SHIMMERS IN THE CARKNESS. 
WHOW SETTLES ON THE LIFELESS . 
PLANET .4 + , 


Powe FLOWS FROM THE NEW SEED TO THE 

TWO INERT FORMS SELOW. THE POWER C/S- 

SOLVES THEM INTO A GREAT GOLDEN GLOW 
Pe OF FREE-WHEELING ATOMS... 


THEN, WITH 17S PRIZE IN TOW, THE 

NEW SEED CEPARTS QUICKLY ON THE 
| QUEST IT MUST NOW PURSUE : 
(AMONG THE GALAX/ES.»« 
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Cosiic TRAVEL (6 EFFORTLESS ge 
AN SPEEEY. THE NEW SEE? 
CUTS AEROSS SPAEE ANE sy 
FUME LIKE A FISH IN THE é 
PEPTHS OF HS. NATIVE 


le HAS SEEN FLANETS WHERE LIFE HAS FLEC. 
40 HAS SEEN PLANETS WHERE LIFE STILL 
THRIVES . \T HAF TOUCHE PLACES MUCH TOO 
HOSTILE FOR LIFE ox, ANE VET IT EXPLORES 
Mick POSH BUNT ES: FOR THE WORLE 1T MMUIST 
IMA AT AS THERE ~~ THE NEW SELL CAN 

* << SENSE (7.3. 


SYSTEM OF EPGIt 
ERIPAN: THE FLA, 

fly APPEARS 1T 
| BEA 


Mba) 
ei ue a 


ThE MOMENT HAS COME FOR THE 
NEW SEER TO EVECT /TS 
(BURPEN. (7 PRIETS POWN LIKE 
A GOLPEN STAR FROM THE 
FARK HEAVENS». 


ATOMIC. 


BENEATH THE OCEANS SURFACE, THE OBJECT 
BECOMES A GREAT GLOWING CLOUL? WHICH 
RAPICLY EXPANES ANZ MAINGLES /7S 
ESSENCE WITH THE FLOWING 
CURRENTS... 


Le 


PERHAPS HERE) A WAY OF 
BEING MAY FINE THE 


CLES BUZZ 
HAPPILY ~~ EAT ANE VITAL 
WITH THE ELEMENTS OF LIFE... 


WWNTIL THEN: THE NEW GEE 

PECIPES TO SEEK THE 
ANSWER HIMBELF. WHAT [FE 
“T. TURNER OUT TO BE 


HERELY ~ GYMPLEL 


Destiny 1S IN THE MAKING ONCE 


MORE, AS THE OBVECT SLU/B~ 
MERGES. 17S RAYS FLARE 
BRIGHTLY BEFORE (7 VANISHES, 


Al QUEST 16 FULFILLED... A MISSION COM- 

FPLETEL. A BILLION VEARS Will PASS BE- 
ORE LOVERS MAY LIVE AGAIN TO TEST 
THE WHIAIG OF FATE... qu ¥s 


OKxay... NOW YOU'VE MET 

‘| A NEW SEED! "SO, WHAT 
ELSE 1S THERE?” YOU ASKS 
ARE VOU KIPPING, BUSTER?) 
ASK YOUR CEALER NEXT MONTH, 


LA SPACE : ODYSSEY #3 (was great; I’ve never read 
anything like itl After reading #1, i thought you might have 
a‘good thing going; then, after reading #2, | thought -the 
séties was finished for sure. Now, with #3) 1 think you've got a 
great thing going! 

haven't read a comic ook as good as #3 ina year! “Marak 
was perfect for his part, and | can’t wait to see his further 
adventures next issue. As a matter of fact, if you keep 
writing the rest of your stories like you wrote this one, 2001 
may become my second favorite comic,..next to ETERNALS. 

Pt & 

y, - 161 Mooh Meadow Lane 
ie * Felton, CA 95018 
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Dear ime 
| was glad to hear. (in your reply to oy letter) that 2001. is 
séparate . fram the Marvel Universe. ‘ 

‘This title is quite different ffom any other book that | know. 
Instead Of following a singular hero. (super -or otherwise) or a 
group of charactérs (Eternals, Inhumans, X-Men), ‘you are 
following the basic premise ‘that mankind has been, guided 
from its conception until beyond the present date, It will be 
interesting: to seg the development of such a book... aad west 
sueh’ 4 hovel concept can-succeed,'' 

‘Please be careful in the telling of your stories. wre ieedirig 
issue #3, it was far too.easy to form a false impression about 
Egel’s club being ‘other than what it was. From the way it 
disintegrated Marak’s axe and that rock, | came to the mistaken 
conclusion that it was some sort of energy weapon. Jack, since 
you are-both artist and writer, you: may be‘ leaving out ‘some 
facts that should’ be noted because you know thent already, 
With all ‘tasks in one set of hands, you lose the vaitie of having 
meetings between minds. You lose the vital point of having 
to/explain your ideas, and of having someone else point out to 
you where. they might not be clear. : 

One thing | do not Want toudhed.updn.in the future of this 
book is the source and origin of the, Monoliths, Please, let 
that be. A great mystery never to be resolved is at times 
better than any solution could be. 

Berk Enwald 
: 80 Van Cortlandt Park South 
Bronx, NY 10463 
Dear Jack, 

Marak the Merciless: So what? The idea of the Monolith 
giving mankind all of its\knowledge is pretty, poor, and so is the 
idea: that anyone should glorify war the way 2001: A SPACE 
ODYSSEY #3 seerned to do. = 

; , Sam Hays 
1098 Chapman Hall, Adelphi University 
Garden City, NY 11530 


, Michdel Chisholm. * 


We would agree with you, Sam, that to glorify war is 
irresponsible and quite possibly suicidal in the long run, How- 
ever, to deny that such attitudes exist is another thing entirely. 
Often, to- tell a story, a writer or artist (or, in this case, a 
writer/artist) has to convincingly present viewpoints which 
characters in the drama may possess, but which are not 
necessarily the viewpoints of the person telling the story. We 
hope you understand the difference, Sam, Marak may glorify 
war; Jack. may not agree. But it is a poor storyteller, indeed, 
who foists his opinions upon each and every one of his 
characters. - ’ 

"Nuff said? s 
Dear Jack, 

. Something has got to be done about 2001; A SPACE 
ODYSSEY! It has become boring!! | never thought \'d hear 
myself say that about a Marvel comic, but it’s true. ie 

‘The one thing that makes it that way is the plot. There i is fio 
difference between issues. This is basically it: Past. Monolith 
appears,’ changing the main character. Abrupt change’ to 
future. Descendant of past character is in some sort of danger. 
Manoiith appears and descendant leaps, falls, or is drawn into 
it in some way, beholding the wonders of the universe. 
He/she is then put into a special environment efeated for him/ 
her, by the Monolith. Descendant falls into a deep sleep and ages 
rapidly. He/she is then covered by a thin membrane, trans- 
formed into an embryo, and sent put into space. End of story. 

In issue #’s 8 and 4, you devoted one-and-a-half issues to 
the past and only half an, issue to the future. There was one 
difference in the plot: The character did not age. } 

Let me say that 2001 js on a type of probation. For three 
more issues | will continue to buy this book, If the plot does not 
change, | will no longer buy /it. Don’t get me wrong, ‘the 
Treasury was fantastic! So. is the comic, artwise. The art is the 
best part of it. But the story is too much the same from issue 
to issue. \ Mike White 

; i j i 3650 Juanita Avenue 
: : i Pensacola, FL 32504 _ 

A subject of frequent discussion among the multifarious 
members of the Mighty Marvel Bullpen, Mike, is quite closely 
related to your complaints about 2001. The serial nature of our 
storylines has its benefits and drawbacks. The fact that most of 
eur comics appear either monthly or bimonthly, but are in fact 
rarely self-contained stories entirely capable of standing sepa- 
rately, isa function of the complexity and characterization 
readers have come to expect of Marvel. Many: of ‘our finest 
works have been multi-part stories best read in a single sitting; 
unfortunately, each individual part must appear on its own at 
the newsstand, and more-or-less stand or fall on its own 


' merits, regardless of the fact that it may be \part of a larger 


work, This is exactly the opposite of a Alf-contdined work, 
such as a novel, in which a story can build, chapter by 
chapter. Try to see 2001 sas ‘a monumental work, appearing 


and building before your very eyes with each succeeding 
issue—and be patient: Jack Kirby is a king of ideas, and the 
experience will be rewarding, we higdell? ae 

\ ; 


2007: 
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